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In authoring this work, all of the enclosed photos were assembled, scanned, and 

annotated or labeled by Rodney R. Baker, Ph.D., historian for the Association of VA 

Chief Psychologists (later re-named the Association of VA Psychologist Leaders.) 

Photos used in this publication were selected from those he had personally acquired 

over the years in his role as historian, many obtained from U. S. government files in 

the public domain or donated by other individuals for archive use. No copyright is 

claimed by the author. 
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computer monitors (given the limitations of the original quality of some of the scanned 

photos.) If printed photo file pages are preferred and you have your own printer, the 
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Section 1: Psychology Leaders in VA Central Office ï 1946   

 to 1978 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Miller, first Chief of Clinical Psychology in 

VACO from 1946-47, started the VA psychology 

training program and established the requirement 

that all VA psychologists be doctoral-trained with 

clinical experience. 

Dr. Miller hired Dr. Lorr in 1946 to be his 

Associate Chief for Research and 

Administration to review research done by 

psychologists. 

Dr. Hildreth succeeded Dr. Miller as Chief of 

Clinical Psychology and served in that role 

from 1948-56. His leadership is credited with 

the significant growth of clinical psychology 

in the VA increasing doctoral staffing five-

fold and doubling the number of psychology 

trainees. 

Another of Dr. Millerôs 1946 hires was 

Jane D. Morgan given the position of 

Assistant Chief for Training and 

Personnel. 
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Section 1: Psychology Leaders in VA Central Office ï 1946   

 to 1978 (continued) 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Hooper served as Chief for Psychology 

Research in Clinical Psychology in 1961 

and was appointed to Deputy Director and 

Chief of Field Operations in 1974 in the 

newly organized Medical Research Office. 

Dr. Peck hired Dr. Filer in 1965 

to serve as Chief of Psychology 

Research. In 1975 he transferred 

to the VA Extended Care Office 

as Deputy Director. 

Dr. Waldrop helped design and then served as 

Chief of the Vocational Counseling Service in 

VACO from 1952-61. The new doctoral-staffed 

service, independent from clinical psychology, 

brought vocational counseling into VA 

hospitals. 

Dr. Peck came to VACO as Chief 

Consulting Psychologist in 1956, was 

promoted to Chief of Clinical Psychology 

in 1962, and became Deputy Director of 

Mental Health and Behavioral Sciences in 

1975 until his retirement in 1983. 
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Section 1: Psychology Leaders in VA Central Office ï 1946 

  to 1978 (continued) 

 
Figure 5 on Page 145 in Stories From VA Psychology, 2007:  Chiefs of psychology 

attending a training session on attitude therapy at the VA in Tuscaloosa, AL, January 23, 

1967. (Photo courtesy of Harold Dickman) 

 

 
 

Seated in the front row beginning with the third person from the left are VACO psychology 

staff:  Harold Dickman, Cecil Peck, and John (Jack) Davis, Jr. Others identified in the 

picture include Murray Lonstein (Pittsburgh Leech Farm) sitting next to Harold Dickman, 

Frederick Schnadt (North Little Rock) sitting next to Jack Davis, Earl Taulbee (Tuscaloosa) 

in back row far left, and Jonathan Cummings (Washington, DC) in second row far right. 

  

Note:  Identified after book came out ï Front row, far left (with string tie): A. Dudley 

Roberts, Chief at Lexington 

 

01-11 (including 01-11b) VACO Staff with Chiefs at Tuscaloosa 1967.doc 
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Section 1: Psychology Leaders in VA Central Office ï 1946   

 to 1978 (continued) 
          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                              01-11 VACO Mental Health Staff ca 1970 (Photo from Charles Stenger).jpg 

In 1966, Dr. Peck hired Dr. Davis to serve as 

Chief Psychologist for Outpatient 

Psychology. With Dr. Peckôs retirement , Dr. 

Davis became the second Deputy Director of 

Mental Health and Behavioral Services from 

1983-85. 

Dr. Peck hired Dr. Stenger in 1964 to serve as 

Chief Psychologist for Medical/Surgical 

Hospitals. He was promoted to Associate Director 

for Psychology in 1976, a position held until his 

retirement in 1980.  
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Section 1: Psychology Leaders in VA Central Office ï 1946 

 to 1978 (continued) 

 
  

Dr. Moore transferred from staff psychologist at the 

Nashville VA to the VAôs Office of Academic Affairs 

in 1977 where she was responsible for managing the 

psychology training program until 1985. She served 

as Director of Leadership VA from 1985-98, then 

transferred to the VAôs Office of Inspector General 

(1998 to present.) 

Dr. Freed was Special Assistant and 

Research Coordinator to the Director of 

Mental Health and Behavioral Sciences 

when in late 1978 he followed Dr. Hooper 

as Deputy Director of the Medical 

Research Service 
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Section 2: VA Chiefs of Psychology ï The First 20 Years 
Note: These Individuals are listed chronologically by year of appointment as 

chief. They may have served as chief at more than one VA; if so, only the first 

chief assignment is noted (the photo date may not match year as chief.) 

 

 



 

 8   

Section 2: VA Chiefs of Psychology ï The First 20 Years

 (continued) 
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Section 2: VA Chiefs of Psychology ï The First 20 Years 

  (continued) 

 

 
  



 

 10   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Intentionally blank)



 

 11   

Section 3: VA Central Office Building Photos 
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Section 4: VACO Staff and VA Psychology Chief/Leaders ï 1979 

to 2005 (Listed alphabetically with VA and approximate date 

of photo; includes non-chief VA psychologists in leadership 

positions) 
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Section 4: VACO Staff and VA Psychology Chief/Leaders ï 1979 

to 2005 (continued) 
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Section 4: VACO Staff and VA Psychology Chief/Leaders ï 1979 

  to 2005 (continued) 

 


